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By Heena Kausar in New Delhi

ATTENDING to nature’s call
is a stink-free activity at II'T-
Delhi where urinals have
been turned into a waterless
facility which also produces
phosphate — a mineral used
in agricultural activities — by
using a new technology
developed at the institute.

Zerodor — as the technology is
called — is among the 200-odd
innovative projects developed by
faculty members and students of
the institute.

1IT-Delhi to exhibit 200
innovative products

IIT-Delhi will be showcasing
‘Zerodor’ and many other innova-
tive projects on Saturday in an exhi-
bition. The exhibition titled ‘Open
House’ will be showcasing projects
which have been developed by stu-
dents and faculty with the aim of
having a high social impact.

A mobile-sized equipment, which
can read your haemoglobin levels
instantly is also part of the exhibi-
tion. TrueHb Hemometer, devel-
oped by a student, would reduce the

Institute to shchase projects at ‘Open House’ on Saturday.

cost of hemoglobin test by three-
fourth of its market price. “You just
need to put a blood drop on the strip
and within 45 seconds it will give you
the hemoglobin level. The equip-
ment will be priced around 7,000,”
said Ambar Shrivastva, who has
developed the technology.

A cholesterol-checking device
which gives results at the cost of a
burger, fibre wrapping for earth-
quake protection of buildings, plas-
tic from potato starch and solar
powered refrigeration system are

other innovative projects which will
be at display at the exhibition. The
annual function will also showcase
a biogas technology for vehicular
fuel, patented by IIT-D, which will
reduce pollution by using biogas
instead of CNG, petrol and diesel.

“The exhibition is aimed at school
students and college goers who are
curious to know more. A team of II'T
professors and industrialists will
award the most striking projects,”
said Joby Joseph, chairperson of
‘Open House’.
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HT Chandigarh

Engineering students give
wings to innovative ideas

HT Education Correspondent
= hteducation@hindustantimes.com

A team of three students —
Tabrez Nadvi, Pavan MJ and
Vignesh Arul RA - all from
the aeronautical engineering
department at ACS College of
Engineering, Bangalore, won
a prize of X1 lakh in the first
Boeing-1IT National Aero-
Modelling Competition. The
team beat 170 teams from vari-
ous institutes across the country.
Held at the Indian Institute of
Technology (II'T) Delhi last week,
the competition aimed at provid-
ing a unified national competi-
tive platform for students inter-
ested in aerospace and related
engineering disciplines.
Conducted in two-staged pan
India zonal and national levels,
the competition assessed the par-
ticipants’ expertise in building
an aircraft. These aircraft were
evaluated on parameterssuch as
showcasing efficiency in climb
and glide and swift manoeuvring
skills. IIT Delhi hosted the finals.
“We were adjudged winners
because of our strategy. The
manoeuvre our aero-model per-
formed was better than all other
finalists. In fact, five to six of our
exhibits crashed while being
tested and we had developed
the final one just a day before
coming to Delhi for the event,”
says Nadvi, a final -yvear student

Boeing-IIT
AND THE INDUSTRY xtio_nal
4 WA oraryusH KUMAR, president, bocing india MJ‘f’e“ing

IF WE CAN CAPTURE A
FRACTION OF ENTHUSIASM
| INTHE FIELD OF AEROSPACE
ENGINEERING, IT WILL GIVE A
HUGE BOOST T0 THE COUNTRY
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The winners said
that the competition
gave them an opportu-
nity to understand how '
team skills were required g
to come out with a final
product. \
Aireraft manufacturing
giant Boeing, which spon-
sored the event, said that the
response of the studentsand the
II'Ts was overwhelming.
According to Pratyush Kumar,
president, Boeing India, “We
already have many ongoing
partnership programmes in aero-
space innovation with the IITs.
However, we decided to encour-
age young minds to do some
foundational work. Aerospace
engineering is a multidiscipli-
nary subject which involves
mechanical, aerodynamics,
electrical, computer science and
many other streams. I am happy
to say that it has generated a lot
of enthusiasm. If we can capture
afraction of that in the aerospace
pipeline, it will give a huge boost
to the country and the industry.”
Says PVM Rao, professor,
mechanical engineering, IIT
Delhi, “It'sa unique opportunity
as students get trained in skills
which does not happen in labo-
ratories and classrooms.”

w A participant
at the

Competition
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